Dental considerations and treatment of the oncology patient receiving radiation therapy.
As many as 400,000 out of 1 million patients newly diagnosed with cancer may develop oral complications. The trend toward people's maintaining their teeth longer coupled with the rising age of the population suggest that dentists frequently may be treating patients with cancer, and should be informed about aspects of their oncologic care that will affect their oral health. This article highlights some of the important clinical considerations and offers guidelines for treating patients receiving radiation therapy.